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(57) ABSTRACT

A mixer of a touch panel system includes a first switch con-
figured to switch a sensing signal in accordance with a refer-
ence signal; a second switch configured to switch the sensing
signal in accordance with a phase-inverted reference signal
from the reference signal. Further, the mixer of the touch
panel system includes a first low pass filter configured to
perform low-pass filtering on a first output signal produced
from the first switch; and a second low pass filter configured
to perform low-pass filtering on a second output signal pro-
duced from the second switch. Furthermore, the mixer of the
touch panel system includes a differentiator configured to
differentiate signals produced from the first low pass filter and
the second low pass filter, to thereby produce a signal of
constant level as the sensing signal.

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
MIXER FOR USE IN TOUCH PANEL SYSTEM
AND METHOD FOR PROCESSING SIGNALS
IN THE MIXER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present invention claims priority of Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2011-0059897, filed on Jun. 21, 2011
which is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a touch panel system; and
more particularly to a mixer for use in a touch panel system
and a method for processing signals in the mixer, which is
capable of precisely generating a voltage level representing a
signal intensity difference between a sensing signal and a
reference signal with a removed high frequency noise com-
ponent.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A touch panel system is designed to estimate a position of
a touch and to process a specific function when a finger or an
object touches a test displayed on a screen or a specific posi-
tion of the screen without using an input device such as a
keyboard, a mouse, and the like. The touch panel system is
employed in various apparatuses, such as mobile phones,
PDA (Personal Digital Assistants, notebook computers, navi-
gation devices, PMPs (Portable Media Players), portable
gaming devices, and the like. There are several types of this
touch panel system such as a resistive touch panel system, a
surface acoustic wave touch panel system, an infrared shield
touch panel system, an electromagnetic induction touch panel
system, and a capacitive touch panel system.

The capacitive touch panel system is classified into a type
of determining a touch input using a self-capacitance gener-
ated between a touching object and a sensing electrode with-
out applying a specific driving signal thereto, and a type of
determining a touch input using mutual-capacitance gener-
ated between a touching object and a plurality of sensing
electrodes while applying a specific driving signal thereto.
The touch panel system using the self-capacitance has a
simple circuit and is easily practiced but multi-touch is not
easily determined. On the other hand, the touch panel system
using the mutual-capacitance is advantageous of determining
multi-touch over the self-capacitance touch panel system, but
it has a disadvantage of an increased thickness because of
dual layer structure thereof.

Each of these touch panel system includes, in general, a
window to which a user’s finger or an object is touched
directly, a sensing electrode of a preset pattern, and a control-
ler analyzing an electric signal provided from the sensing
electrode to determine a position where a touch occurs. Here,
the sensing electrode includes a plurality of channels and
each of the channels corresponds to a touch sensing area.

The touch panel system may determine a touched position
within a touch sensing area based on an electric characteristic
obtained by comparing a sensing signal transmitted from
each of the channels of the sensing electrode and a reference
signal.

In the touch panel system as described above, detection of
a touch is achieved by comparing capacitance difference
caused by the touch with a reference voltage of a constant
level, used to determine whether a touch occurs, which is
generated by a mixer in the touch panel system. However, the
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existing mixer may not produce the voltage of constant level
precisely due to a high frequency noise components con-
tained in the sensing signal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Inview ofthe above, the present invention provides a mixer
for use in a touch panel system and a method for processing
signals in the mixer, which is capable of precisely producing
a voltage level representing the difference between a sensing
signal and a reference signal with a removed high frequency
noise component.

This may be enabled by performing a low pass filtering on
a first output signal and a second output signal, which are
obtained by switching the sensing signal in accordance with a
first reference signal generated from a signal generator and a
second reference signal whose phase is inverted by 180
degrees from that of the first reference signal respectively, to
remove the high frequency noise components, and then add-
ing an inverted signal of the signal provided from the second
low pass filter and the signal provided from the first low pass
filter.

In accordance with a first aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a mixer of a touch panel system. The mixer
of'the touch panel system includes a first switch configured to
switch a sensing signal in accordance with a reference signal;
a second switch configured to switch the sensing signal in
accordance with a phase-inverted reference signal from the
reference signal; a first low pass filter configured to perform
low-pass filtering on a first output signal produced from the
first switch; a second low pass filter configured to perform
low-pass filtering on a second output signal produced from
the second switch; and a differentiator configured to differ-
entiate signals produced from the first low pass filter and the
second low pass filter, to thereby produce a signal of constant
level as the sensing signal.

The differentiator may add a signal from the first low pass
filter and an inverted signal of a signal from the second low
pass filter, to thereby produce the voltage signal of constant
level.

In accordance with a second aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a method for processing signals in a
mixer of a touch panel system. The method for processing
signals in the mixer of the touch panel system includes
switching a sensing signal inputted from a touch panel in
accordance with a first reference signal to produce a first
output signal; switching the sensing signal in accordance with
a second reference signal obtained by inverting phase in the
first reference signal to produce a second output signal; low-
pass filtering the first output signal and the second output
signal to produce a first and a second low-pass filtered signals;
and differentiating the first and the second low-pass filtered
signals to generate a signal of constant level

The second reference signal may be a signal phase-inverted
from the first reference signal.

Further, said differentiating may comprise adding the first
low pass filtered signal and an inverted signal of the second
low pass filtered signal, to thereby produce the signal of
constant level.

In accordance with the present invention, the mixer for use
in a touch panel system and the method for processing signals
in the mixer are capable of precisely generating a voltage
level corresponding to a signal intensity difference between a
reference signal and a sensing signal, thereby precisely
detecting a touch on a touch panel.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1isablock diagram of atouch panel system including
a mixer in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a detailed block diagram of the mixer illustrated
in FIG. 1 in accordance with the embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIGS. 3A to 3H are waveforms at respective components in
the mixer shown in FIG. 2 in accordance with the embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings which form a part hereof.

In the following description of the present invention, if the
detailed description of the already known structure and opera-
tion may confuse the subject matter of the present invention,
the detailed description thereof will be omitted. The follow-
ing terms are terminologies defined by considering functions
in the embodiments of the present invention and may be
changed operators intend for the invention and practice.
Hence, the terms need to be defined throughout the descrip-
tion of the present invention.

FIG.1isablock diagram of atouch panel system including
a mixer in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention. The touch panel system includes a signal generator
100, a sensing unit 102, a mixer 104, an analog-digital (A/D)
converter 106, and a controller 108.

The signal generator 100 generates a reference signal such
as a clock signal and provides the generated reference signal
to the sensing unit 102 and the mixer 104. The reference
signal provided to the sensing unit 102 may be changed by a
touch sensed by the sensing unit 102 and is produced as a
sensing signal from the sensing unit 102.

The sensing unit 102 generates the sensing signal when the
touch is made on a touch panel of the touch panel system. The
generated sensing signal is then applied to the mixer 104. The
sensing unit 102 may include a capacitance component that
causes a change in capacitance thereof due to the touch. Thus,
the sensing unit 102 produces the sensing signal in which a
clock of the reference signal from the signal generator 100 is
changed according to the change of the capacitance.

The mixer 104 processes the reference signal from the
signal generator 100 and the sensing signal from the sensing
unit 102 to generate a processed signal having a voltage signal
of constant level. In other words, the mixer 104 mixes the
reference signal from the signal generator 100 and the sensing
signal from the sensing unit 102, converts a mixed signal into
a voltage signal of constant level, and provides the converted
voltage signal of constant level to the A/D converter 106.

Specifically, when a touch does not occur, the reference
signal and the sensing signal may have same frequency and
phase with each other. However, when a touch occurs, capaci-
tance of the sensing unit 102 is varied due to the touch, and
therefore there occurs a difference in frequency and phase
between the reference signal and the sensing signal. Accord-
ingly, if the two signals are mixed by the mixer 104, a level of
the voltage signal from the mixer 104 may be relatively lower
than that of the voltage signal generated by mixing two sig-
nals having same frequency and phase. The change in the
levels of the voltage signals is used as information of deter-
mining whether a touch is made on the touch panel.
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The A/D converter 106 converts the processed signal from
the mixer 104, i.e., alevel of an analog voltage signal into that
of a digital voltage signal and outputs the digital voltage
signal to the controller 108.

The controller 108 compares the level of the digital voltage
signal from the A/D converter 106 with a level of a preset
reference voltage to determine whether there is a touch on the
touch panel. For example, the controller 108 determines that
a touch occurs when the level of the digital voltage signal is
less than 0.8 V, and that the touch does not occur when the
level of the digital voltage signal ranges from 0.8 Vto 1.2'V.

FIG. 2 is a detailed block diagram of the mixer 104 illus-
trated in FIG. 1 in accordance with the embodiment of the
present invention. The mixer 104 includes a first switch 200,
a second switch 202, a first low pass filter 204, a second low
pass filter 206, and a differentiator 208.

Hereinafter, operations of respective elements of the mixer
will be described in detail with reference to FIG. 2.

The first switch 200 switches the sensing signal IN inputted
from the sensing unit 102 in accordance with a reference
signal CLK generated from the signal generator 100.

The second switch 202 switches the sensing signal IN
provided from the sensing unit 102 in accordance with an
inverted reference signal CLK in which a phase of the first
reference signal CLK is inverted by 180 degrees.

The first low pass filter 204 performs a low-pass filtering on
a first output signal OUT from the first switch 200 to remove
high frequency noise components from the first output signal
OUT.

The second low pass filter 206 performs a low-pass filter-
ing on a second output signal OUT from the second switch
202 to remove high frequency noise components from the
second output signal OUT.

The differentiator 208 differentiate signals produced from
the first low pass filter 204 and the second low pass filter 206,
to thereby produce a voltage signal of constant level with
removed a high frequency noise component. Specifically, the
differentiator 208 adds a signal L1 provided from the first low
pass filter 204 and an inverted signal of a signal [.2 provided
from the second low pass filter 206, to thereby produce a
voltage signal of constant level without having a high fre-
quency noise components.

As described above, the level of the voltage signal gener-
ated by the mixer 104 is converted into a level of a digital
voltage signal by the A/D converter 106 and is applied to the
controller 108 to be used as data for determining whether a
touch occurs. The controller 108 determines that a touch
occurs when the level of the digital voltage signal is less than
a preset voltage level, e.g., 0.8 V and that the touch does not
occur when the digital voltage signal is within a preset voltage
level, e.g., ranging from 0.8 Vto 1.2'V.

In accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the low pass filters 204 and 206 are employed in the
mixer and therefore the high frequency noise components that
would have effect on the sensing signal is filtered so that the
voltage level representing the signal intensity difference
between the sensing signal and the reference signal may be
detected precisely. Accordingly, a more reliable voltage level
of'the signal provided from the mixer is obtained, which may
lead to a more precise detection of the touch in the touch panel
system.

FIGS. 3A to 3H illustrate waveforms of signals generated
from the respective components in the mixer 104 shown in
FIG. 2. Hereinafter, operations of the mixer 104 will be
described in detail with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3.

FIG. 3A illustrates a first reference signal CLK, which is
generated from the signal generator 100 of the touch panel
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system. The first reference signal of F1G. 3A is provided to the
first switch 200 of the mixer 104. FIG. 3B illustrates a second
reference signal CLK whose phase is inverted by 180 degrees
from that of the first reference signal CLK, which is provided
to the second switch 202.

FIG. 3C shows a sensing signal IN generated from the
sensing unit 102 when a touch occurs on the touch panel by a
touch. The sensing signal IN from the sensing unit 102 is
provided to both the first switch 200 and the second switch
202 of the mixer 104, by which the sensing signal IN is
switched in accordance with the first reference signal CLK
and the second reference signal CLK.

FIGS. 3D and 3E show a first output signal OUT and a
second output signal OUT that are processed in accordance
with the first reference signal CLK and the second reference
signal CLK, respectively.

The first output signal OUT and the second output signal
OUT asillustrated in FIGS. 3D and 3E are subject to low-pass
filtering through the first low pass filter 204 and the second
low pass filter 206. FIGS. 3F and 3G show filtered signals [.1
and 1.2 obtained by performing the low pass filtering on the
first output signal OUT and the second output signal OUT.
For example, the filtered signals [.1 and [.2 may have voltage
levels 0of 0.7 V and 0.3 V, respectively.

In accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, as described above, low pass filtering is performed on the
first output signal OUT and the second output signal OUT to
remove the high frequency noise components therefrom,
before the first output signal OUT and the second output
signal OUT are provided to the differentiator 208. Conse-
quently, the voltage level of the sensing signal generated by
the touch on the touch panel can be measured more precisely.

As described above, the signals [.1 and L2 of constant
levels that have passed the first low pass filter 204 and the
second low pass filter 206 are provided to the differentiator
208. Then, as described above, the differentiator 208 adds the
signal L1 provided from the first low pass filter 204 and the
inverted signal of the signal [.2 provided from the second low
pass filter 206, to thereby produce a voltage signal of constant
level as the sensing signal.

FIG. 3H shows a final output signal DIFF from the difter-
entiator 208 of the mixer 104, that is, a voltage signal of
constant level, used to determine whether a touch occurs. As
described above, in accordance with the present invention, a
low pass filtering is performed on a first output signal and a
second output signal respectively, which are obtained by
respectively switching the sensing signal in accordance with
a first reference signal generated from the signal generator
and a second reference signal whose phase is inverted by 180
degrees from that of the first reference signal, through a first
low pass filter and a second low pass filter respectively to
remove the high frequency noise components. Then, an
inverted signal of the signal provided from the second low
pass filter and the signal provided from the first low pass filter
are added.
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Accordingly, it is possible to precisely generate a voltage
level corresponding to a signal intensity difference between a
reference signal generated from a signal generator and a
sensing signal generated from a touch panel, thereby pre-
cisely detecting a touch on a touch panel.

While the present invention has been shown and described
with respect to the embodiments, the present invention is not
limited thereto. It will be understood by those skilled in the art
that various changes and modifications may be made without
departing from the scope of the invention as defined in the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A touch panel system having a mixer, the mixer com-
prising:

a first switch that receives a sensing signal from a sensing
unit and a reference signal, and that switches the sensing
signal in accordance with the reference signal;

a second switch that receives the sensing signal and a
phase-inverted signal of the reference signal, and that
switches the sensing signal in accordance with the
phase-inverted signal of the reference signal;

a first low pass filter that performs low-pass filtering on a
first output signal produced from the first switch;

a second low pass filter that performs low-pass filtering on
asecond output signal produced from the second switch;
and

a differentiator that differentiates signals produced from
the first low pass filter and the second low pass filter, to
thereby produce a voltage signal of substantially con-
stant level as the sensing signal.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the differentiator adds a
signal from the first low pass filter and an inverted signal of a
signal from the second low pass filter, to thereby produce the
voltage signal of substantially constant level.

3. A method of detecting a touch in a touch panel system
having a mixer, comprising:

switching a sensing signal inputted from a touch panel in
accordance with a first reference signal to produce a first
output signal;

switching the sensing signal in accordance with a second
reference signal obtained by phase-inverting the first
reference signal to produce a second output signal;

low-pass filtering the first output signal and the second
output signal to produce first and second low-pass fil-
tered signals, respectively; and

differentiating the first and the second low-pass filtered
signals to generate a signal of substantially constant
level.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the second reference
signal is a signal phase-inverted from the first reference sig-
nal.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein said differentiating
comprises adding the first low pass filtered signal and an
inverted signal of the second low pass filtered signal, to
thereby produce the signal of substantially constant level.
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